
 
 

   WELCOME 

Sherbrooke Mosspark 
Parish Church

Sunday nearest to Epiphany 
Sunday 3rd. January 2021 
  



ORDER OF SERVICE 

Voluntary Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BWV 739 – J. S. Bach

Call to 
Worship

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk 
in darkness but will have the light of life’.

Praise  201 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

Prayers (sung Kyrie) Ukrainian

This is the ancient prayer of the Church asking for God’s mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison,  
Christe eleison 
Kyrie eleison

Lord have mercy,   
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 



Prayer for 
the Day

Eternal God, by a star you led magi to the worship of your Son. Guide the 
nations of the earth by your light, that the whole world may see your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Praise 319 Of the Father’s love begotten

Of the Father's love begotten, 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
2. By his word was all created 
He commanded; it was done: 
Heaven and earth and depths of ocean 
universe of three in one; 
All that grows beneath the shining 
Of the moon and burning sun, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
3. O that birth forever blessed, 
When the Virgin, full of grace, 
By the Spirit’s power conceiving, 
Bore the Saviour of our race; 
And the Babe, the world's Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face, 
Evermore and evermore!

4. This is He Whom seers and sages 
Sang of old with one accord; 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word; 
Now He shines, the long expected, 
Let creation praise its Lord, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
5. All the heights of heaven adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before Him, 
And extol our God and King! 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Every voice in concert sing, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
6. Christ, to Thee with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn and chant with high thanksgiving, 
And unwearied praises be: 
Honour, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory, 
Evermore and evermore!

Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness 
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen 
upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all 
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far, and your 
daughters shall be carried in the arms. 5 Then you shall see and be 
radiant, your heart shall thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea 
shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A 
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Mid′ian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.



Anthem The Kings – P. Cornelius 
Three Kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.  
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;  
Their royal gifts they show to the King;  
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them!  
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.  
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King. 
(Translation: H. N. Bate) 

Gospel St Matthew 2:1-12



 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the 
East, and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by 
the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will govern my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star appeared; 8 and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 When they had heard the 
king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East 
went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy; 11 and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way.

Praise 323 The first Nowell



The first nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
     Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
     born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They lookèd up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.  
 
3 And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went.  
 
4 This star drew nigh to the north-west: 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 
5 Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 
6 Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
who hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

SERMON

Offerings Prayers of Dedication, Thanksgiving and Intercessions

Praise 325 Bethlehem a noble city



 

1 Bethlehem, a noble city, 
has been blessed beyond compare, 
for the gracious God of heaven 
once became incarnate there. 

2 Fairer than the sun at morning 
was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing, 
seen in human form on earth. 

3 From the east came men of wisdom 
bringing treasures prized of old, 
tributes to a greater wisdom, 
gifts of incense, myrrh, and gold. 

4 Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 
incense shows that God has come, 
gold proclaims him king of nations, 
myrrh foretells his saving tomb. 

5 Holy Jesus, in your brightness 
to the gentile world displayed, 
with the Father and the Spirit 
endless praise to you be paid. 

BLESSING

Voluntary Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BuxWV 223 – D. Buxtehude



Notes: 
The minister and Kirk Session wish you all a very blessed and peaceful 2021 

For the time being (the current restrictions limiting attendance at public worship to 20 
people) the Sunday Service will be streamed live without a congregation in the sanctuary. 
Only those participating in the Service will be present. 

Our pattern of worship follows roughly what has been the norm in this kirk but there are 
some changes due to the current circumstances. 

We cannot sing: the words of the hymns are printed for you to follow. There is a soloist (as 
permitted by the government guidance) 

The Readings are printed 

Life and Work:  Subscriptions for next year’s Life and Work are now due. The cost for an 
annual subscription (12 issues) is £30. Please pass your cash/cheques (made payable to the 
Church) to the office. 

The Church Office will be closed until Tuesday January 5th. 

Useful Information: 

The Epiphany is depicted in a mural titled "Adoration of  the Magi" in the Basilica of  the Immaculate 
Conception at Conception Abbey in Conception, Mo. Painted by Benedictine monks in the late 1800s, the 
artwork is the first appearance of  the German Beuronese style in a U.S. church. (CNS photo courtesy 
Conception Abbey) 
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